tor 1n requests and concerns voiced by parents.

Parents like Townsley and Meoli insist the right
choice depends on the personalities of the two children,
their relationship with one another and whether they’ve
been adequately prepared to be separated in school.

Townsley said she and her husband followed their gut
feeling in deciding to place now 9-year-old Nicholas and
Britton in different classes when they entered Sparks
Elementary. She said she hoped that splitting them up
would enable each to grow at his and her own pace and
avoid constant comparison.

“I want to be sure they find themselves and make
their own friends,” she said. “I based it on what I felt
would be best for them.”

She noted early on that her twins displayed different
personalities and interests, with Nicholas being drawn
to hands-on activities and Britton preferring books and
drawing.

Meoli, on the other hand, requested that her identical
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S — a phenomena child development spe-
kldh\l aml author Joan Friedman attributes to the
popularity of fertility treatments.

Friedman, a psychotherapist from Los
Angeles who specializes in twins and has
written a book on the subject, can hearken
back to her own schooli
she and her identical twin we |
in the same class. This was the norm in the
1950s, she said, adding that schools’ phi-

losophies on twins’ classroom placement
has shifted over the years. In the 1970s
and ’80s, the philosophy in many schools
became a rigid policy of separating twins,
she explained.

5 was not really questioned until
the 1980s, when there was a rise in the

twin birth rate,” said Friedman, add-
g that parent preference has had
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